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and Human Rights. It also represents an outlook for the future of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
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30 January 2004

The Hon Philip Ruddock MP
Attorney-General

Parliament House

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Attorney
I am pleased to present to you the Native Title Report 2003.

The report is provided in accordance with section 209 of the Native Title Act 1993,
which provides that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice
Commissioner submit a report regarding the operation of the Native Title Act and its
effect on the exercise and enjoyment of human rights of Aboriginal peoples and Torres
Strait Islanders.

This year’s report discusses the right to development and its implications for the native
title system. The report examines whether the native title negotiation process at a State
and Commonwealth level contributes to sustainable development for Indigenous people.

Yours sincerely

m.&w

Dr William Jonas AM
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Social Justice Commissioner

Office of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner

Level 8, Piccadilly Tower, 133 Castlereagh Street, Sydney, NSW 2000
GPO Box 5218, Sydney, NSW 2001

Telephone: 02 9284 9600 Facsimile: 02 9284 9715

E-mail: atsisju@hreoc.gov.au
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