Email: samesex@humanrights.gov.au

Date: May 23 2006

Name: Sacha Petersen and Anna Russell

Submission to the Same Sex=Same Entitlements Inquiry. 

Dear HREOC,

Thank you for the opportunity to make a public submission to the National Inquiry into Discrimination against People in Same Sex Relationships: Financial and Work-Related Entitlements and Benefits.

We are a Lesbian couple who has been in a committed relationship for three years.  We are the proud mothers of a 7 month old healthy and very happy little girl.  Sacha is a 26-year-old registered nurse who has been employed for six years at the Royal Children’s Hospital.  Anna is 27 years old and works within the hospitality industry and has done so most of her working life. 

We believe that to achieve full legal equality all Federal legislation should have terms such as ‘spouse’, ‘partner’ ‘dependent’, ‘family’ and ‘couple’ redefined to include same sex partners and, where relevant, their children. 

We believe that Commonwealth legal recognition of same sex relationships including families parented by same sex partners would have a positive impact on our relationships, family life, productivity at work and financial security, among other areas of my life.   
The following is our story, how we will tell it to our daughter as to why we can’t enjoy equal rights as a family. 

OUR STORY.

     One day two girls fell in love and decided to have babies. They spent along time planning babies and enough money to buy a whole house full of toys.  They had to travel for hours and hours to a place called Albury to make baby because it was illegal to get doctors to help the two girls make babies in the place where they lived, Melbourne.  

     The Two girls needed sperm to make baby.  If they were allowed to get sperm in Melbourne then one day Baby would be able to find out who that sperm came from.  Instead, Albury had no rules about sperm, so the two girls are sad that baby may never know who her donor is.  This made Mum and Muma very sad, what if Baby grew up angry and sad because she couldn’t find this out?

     Medicare, who helps people pay for doctors, does not see the two girls as a couple, they think only a girl and a boy can be a couple.  So even though they spent a lot of money making Baby, they never got help from Medicare because the safety net was never reached.  If Mum was a boy, Medicare would have helped pay for the doctors, but she isn’t so Muma and Mum did it by themselves.  

     After three months of seeing doctors and driving lots Muma got pregnant, they felt like the luckiest girls in the world.  They had many hospital and doctors visits. They had to make sure with their doctors that Mum would be included in all procedures.  Unlike the boys and girls who fall in love and make babies doctors and hospitals might not think Mum should always be with Muma.  Mum had to ask to be included in everything just because she is not a boy.  

     Then one amazing day Baby was born, they thought she was the most beautiful baby in the world.  Mum was very sad because she could only have a few weeks off work, she took all her holidays at once and even though she had a new baby she could only have two days extra leave for having a baby, because she wasn’t a boy.  

     Because they had a new baby they had to get a birth certificate.  A birth certificate is a very special piece of paper that says where a person comes from, who that person’s family is.  Even though Mum and Muma had wanted baby forever, had planned the baby together, made the baby together, named the baby together Mum wasn’t allowed to write her name on the birth certificate next to Muma’s.  They filled out the paperwork for the birth certificate but there was no spot for Mum.  Mum and Muma were sad again.  Mum and Muma had to make sure Mum could have a place on the special paper.  Mum and Muma had to wait in long cues and argue with people in suits and make them make phone calls just so as they could be a family on this special piece of paper.  When they got the special bit of paper Mum’s name wasn’t listed next to mother it was down the bottom next to “informant”.  We don’t know what informant means but we are glad that Mum’s name gets to be on the special paper.  Now that they had a birth certificate they went off to the Medicare office.  

     Maybe Medicare would be nice this time, they thought.  But no, the people in suits said the same thing as the birth certificate place.  Mum, Muma and Baby were not a family, you need to have a Mum and a Dad to be a family, to all be on the same green card.  So they got a green card with Muma and Baby on it and Mum kept her card by herself and felt sad that the people in suits could not see how much they loved each other and they just wanted everybody to see how they were a family.  Mum was sad that if baby got sick she could not take her to the doctor alone.  Mum is a great Mum and knows how to tell when Baby is sick, but the people in suits won’t let Mum do what she needs to do to look after her baby.

     So with all the people in suits saying that Mum, Muma and Baby are not a real family they had to do something about it.  What if Muma was at work and Mum needed to pick Baby up from childcare and they said she couldn’t because the people in suits said they weren’t a family?  So Mum and Muma knew there were people called lawyers who sometimes can make special papers to make people in suits see that they really are a family even though they can’t go on the green card together and Mum doesn’t have a proper place on the birth certificate.  Even though they knew they were a family, Baby’s Grandparents called them a family. They got Christmas cards addressed to Mum Muma and Baby.  When they had family photos the photos included Mum, Muma and Baby. The message on the answering machine said they were a family. When they went to the zoo they bought a family ticket.  It seemed everybody knew they were a family except for the people in suits who make important decisions.  So they paid a nice lawyer lots and lots of money to make papers to say they are a family, enough money for a whole room full of toys.  Even with these special papers the people in suits can still say the two girls and their baby aren’t a family.

     The two girls love each other very much but lots of people who love each other have fights. If they fight and decide to live in separate houses the people in suits might say Mum can’t see Baby any more.  If Mum was a boy they wouldn’t say that. If the two girls live separately Muma won’t be able to ask Mum for money to help look after baby.  If Mum was a boy she would HAVE to give Muma money.  If something horrible happens to Mum then Baby, unlike her cousins who have a Mum and a Dad, might not get any of Mum’s stuff or money. 

     It seems the people in suits make Mum, Muma and Baby very sad all because Mum isn’t a boy.  It seems very silly that a family must have a Mum and a Dad.  Mum, Muma and Baby know that families come in many types.  They know that love makes a family not just having a girl and a boy.  Mum, Muma and Baby are tired of being sad and doing things to make things right just because the people in suits can’t include their wonderful family.

Please consider the impact discriminatory laws have on everyday life of us, and our families.

Yours Sincerely,

Sacha Petersen and Anna Russell

