[Details removed]

 

My name is Sarah Anne Whitby.
I live in the small country town of [Details removed], in Far North Queensland.
I am partnered to [Name removed], whom in my opinion, is the most fabulous spouse in the world - but I digress....

 

We have seven children [aged 12 – 23] [Names removed] [ Details removed].

Our three eldest children have moved on, and are now making their own way out in the big wide world, but we still have four children at home with us - which as you can imagine, keeps us very busy.

 

At present, [Name removed] [my partner] is working very long hours as a real-estate sales consultant, and due to Federal red-tape, I am claiming a 'single parent pension'.
This is not by choice - we have repeatedly asked Centrelink to recognise us as a couple, but refusal comes at every request.

 

Our Family is extremely important to us, particularly the raising of our children, and it has always been our belief that to raise decent human beings, a parent needs to be 'on-hand' at all times.
It is our belief that its the children who aren't strictly supervised, that wind up being the 'problem kids' that we hear so much about in the media.

 

This is about to become not possible, with the Governments recent introduction of the "Back to Work" initiative.
I am going to be compelled to find work, outside of the home, for a minimum of 15 hours per week, or lose any Centrelink entitlements I currently have, including our health care card.
This mean that our children will be unsupervised, for a minimum of 15 hours per week.
This is a lot of time for mischief to percolate.

 

Of particular concern is our 14 year old son [Name removed], who is Autistic, and as such, has limited understanding of 'consequences of actions'.
EG: Fire makes you warm, so if you're cold in bed, you light a fire under the blankets - SIMPLE!!
Does the Federal Govt seriously think this child should be left unattended???

 

Child care is not the answer.
(a)He is considered too old
(b)Who in their right mind wants to look after a 14 yr old autistic boy? No-one, they all want cute little babies, or independent children!
And quite apart from that, WE are his parents - WE should be looking after him!

 

The above is just one of the "minor" irritations, that affect us as a gay couple.
Were we recognised AS a couple, this would not be an issue. 
I would not be being forced out of our home, leaving our children to who knows what!
As it so happens, I actually enjoy working, and whilst yes, I could work during school hours, assuming that I were ABLE to find an employer with a position available, who was willing to work around MY schedule; but there is still the problem of school holidays, sick children etc etc.

 

At this time, our Family and our children are my priority - as they SHOULD be! 
Stimulating my mind in the workforce, is not. It will be in a few years, but not yet...

 

Speaking of sick children brings us to Medicare and the PBS - another inequality for same-sex couples and families!!
Why??
How are we, as the parents with four children still at home, any less deserving of the entitlements of the PBS and Medicare that Mr & Mrs Average and their four children??
Same-sex families are ignored by the safety nets as the children are treated as the family member of only one of the parents. 
This means same-sex families have the added financial burden of not having everyone included in the one safety net. Ludicrous!

 

And on the subject of children still, all children should have the expectation of having their family relationships recognised and protected under Federal law and in all States. 

Anything less is discrimination in its most ugly form.
Same sex couples should also have the right to legally unite, to have their relationships, and thus, Families, formally recognised, should they so wish to, in the eyes of law and society.

 

[Name removed] [My partner] works hard, very hard, to support our Family, yet the money that she contributes to the raising of our children (school fees, clothes, mortgage, extra curricular activities etc, isn't even able to be made mention of at taxation time. 
Because we don't count! 
According to the Tax Dept - we aren't a Family!

 

[Name removed] [My partner] contributes to all children equally, and contributes a great deal, whether they are 'biologically' hers or not, .
Yet, the childrens father, who is working long hours, but has managed to rort the CSA system, pays a paltry $6 per child, per month.
So, whilst he is able to declare his children, whom he has no care or contact with, [Name removed] [My partner]- who is the major financial contributor, is not able to.
Fair? I think NOT!!!!

 

Same-sex couples are as equally loving and committed as heterosexual couples, and seek the same sort of legal recognition other couples take for granted.
We have the same life dramas, the same mortgages, we pay taxes, we do voluntary work, we raise our children the best way we know how, and we love our Families, just the same as heterosexuals.
Why then are we treated like second class citizens in so very many areas, purely because we are same-sex attracted?!?

 

I am hoping that you will take the time to support same-sex couples across our great nation, by actively encouraging equal rights for all Australians, and eliminating this hideous reign of discrimination that has been allowed to continue for far far too long.
We aren't asking for special rights, just EQUAL rights.

I look forward to your support in this extremely important matter.

Best Wishes,
Yours in Pride,
Sarah A Whitby
----------------------------------------------------------
There is no substitute for EQUALITY!
