Thank you for taking the time to hear the perspective of a lesbian couple, from the Far North.

Our apologies that we could not attend in person – and our thanks to our “reader”
We are hoping to bring to you a small understanding of just a small part of the differences, and inequalities that gay men and women face each and every day.
This isnt about who you "sleep with" - this is simply about Equality.

I would like for you to be able to understand why we gays "carry on" so much.
So please, hear us out…


Firstly – some example of the  Discrimination against Same-sex Couples in Federal Legislation.

Discrimination exists in:

· Aged Care
· Defence &Veteran’s Affairs
· Family Law
· Insurance
· Medicare & PBS

· Superannuation
· Welfare


And for more in-depth examples- same-sex interdependent couples are excluded from the following Taxation benefits:

Dependant spouse rebate 
Housekeeper rebate 
Child-housekeeper rebate 
Parent rebate 
Superannuation rebate 
Medical expenses rebate

However, heterosexual couples are given concessional rates for other benefits, which do not apply for same-sex couples.

These include:
Pensioner rebate 
Low-income aged person’s rebate 
Medical expenses rebate

Under the Medicare Levy Act 1986, the eligibility of a taxpayer for payment of the Medicare Levy is decreased if they have a dependent spouse. This option is not available for same-sex interdependent couples as the law excludes same-sex partners from the definition of a ‘spouse’.
We work hard, very hard, to support our Family, yet the money that we contribute to the raising of our children (school fees, clothes, mortgage, extra curricular activities etc, isn’t even able to be made mention of at taxation time. 

Because we don’t count. According to the Tax Dept - we aren’t a Family! 
We contribute to all children equally, whether they are 'biologically' ours or not, yet, the childrens fathers, who are working long hours, but has managed to rort the CSA system; pays a paltry $6 per child, per month.

So, whilst they are able to declare their children, whom they have no care or contact with, we - the major financial contributors, are not able to.

Fair? I think NOT!!!!

As for our Families - all children should have the expectation of having their family relationships recognised and protected under Federal law and in all States. Anything less is discrimination in its most ugly form.

Same sex couples should also have the right to legally unite, to have their relationships, and thus, Families, formally recognised, should they so wish to, in the eyes of law and society

Same-sex couples are as equally loving and committed as heterosexual couples, and seek the same sort of legal recognition other couples take for granted.

We have the same life dramas, the same mortgages, we pay taxes, we do voluntary work, we raise our children the best way we know how, and we love our Families, just the same as heterosexuals.

Why then are we treated like second class citizens in so very many areas, purely because we are same-sex attracted?!?


Now secondly, please try and picture yourself in either or both of the following scenarios...

First Scenario:
You and your husband/wife/defacto have spent tens of thousands of dollars, and countless months/years on IVF so that you are able to have a much wanted baby, that you have been unable to conceive, for some reason, naturally. (Or you have chosen to/needed to adopt instead.)
You are successful, and your baby is born. You're overjoyed! Parents at last!

Heterosexual couples are automatically both registered on that new babys birth certificate. 
They both have the same rights and responsibilities with regards to the child. Either can consent to life-saving medical care, either can register the child for school, daycare, etc - each of them will have equal standing should they separate, and - should one of the parents die - the surviving parent will automatically have custody and guardianship of the child.

Gay couples: only one parent is permitted to be registered on the childs birth certificate. (there are rare exceptions to this). 
For all intents and purposes, the other parent (co-parent) is non-existent. The co-parent may NOT (without a power of attorney) consent to life-saving (or any) medical care, nor can the co-parent register the child for school, daycare, etc.
Only the parent registered on the birth certificate has legal standing with regards to the child, should the parents separate, and - should the registered parent die - the surviving co-parent has NO automatic right to custody and guardianship of the child, and will be required to fight for it in court.
In the event of the registered parents family wishing to have custody of the child, despite the childs parents wishes and intentions, custody is likely to be granted to the registered parents family, as the co-parent has no legal relationship to the child.
How would YOU feel if YOU were the co-parent?

Second Scenario:
Your husband/wife/defacto has been admitted to hospital, and is critical.
The hospital staff phone you and advise you of this. You rush to the hospital and desperately want to go into the room and see your partner. He/She also requires urgent life-saving medical treatment.
With the exception of the stress naturally involved in this scenario - the heterosexual couple will not face any problem.
Firstly, the hospital will advise them that their partner has been admitted. 
On arrival at the hospital, they will be ushered to the bedside, and their consent sought for the care and treatment of their partner.

For gay couples, the problems start at the outset.
As they are not recognised as next-of-kin, they will not be notified that their partner has been admitted, unless the injured partner expressly requests it. (Lets hope the injured partner isnt in a coma!)
On arrival, the partner is NOT considered to be either next-of-kin or immediate family, so unless they get incredibly sympathetic hospital staff, they will not be granted visitation or access to their critical partner.
The uninjured partner also can NOT consent to ANY medical procedure or treatment for their critical partner.
How would YOU feel in you were the uninjured partner, out in the hallway, unable to see your partner, OR consent to their treatment, and they subsequently died?

Are you starting to understand now, why we "carry on"?

What we are asking of you, is for you to support the fair and equal treatment of ALL people. 
Support same-sex couples across our great nation, by actively encouraging equal rights for all Australians, and eliminating this hideous reign of discrimination that has been allowed to continue for far far too long.

We arent asking for special rights, just EQUAL rights.

We thank you for your time and considerations.

Yours in Pride,

Sarah & Suzey Whitby.

(mums to 7)

