I am here as a father of four, 1 son and 3 daughters, me eldest daughter Sacha who lives in Melbourne with her partner Anna and they a daughter, Mabel who is 11 months old.

I intend this submission to be based on what I see as a personnel story as a parent, on what I consider the differences between my daughter and her sister Lauren, who also has a partner and they have 2 children, a son 4 and a daughter 19 months.

Firstly to have a baby, my daughter, the biological mother, after much research of the options available, opted for Artificial Insemination, as this procedure is not available to gay couples or single women that are not in a committed relationship in Victoria, unless they have a problem with fertility, so they had to go interstate.

This procedure is an expensive and mentally draining exercise.

Part of the procedure is to have counselling of at least 2 sessions to prove you are   ready and suitable to have children.

How many parents male/female would even consider this as an option before starting a family, and what would be their reaction to such a suggestion

Sacha was treated as a single mother throughout the pregnancy, but was totally supported by Anna the entire time

Many of the costs involved are not claimable, either due to the nature of the procedure or threshold limits.

My other daughter and her partner have had their two children, the fact that he is male, no explanations are required, therefore their relationship I proof enough to satisfy the system, yet Sacha has to constantly explain the situation, which shouldn’t be an issue.

After the birth of Mabel, Sacha and Anna, to ensure the future welfare and care of their daughter, they had papers drawn up to cover a, b or c etc that may happen at a cost of $1500. Another major purpose of these papers is to show Anna is just as much a parent as Sacha but that is still not acceptable to the system.

Adoption by Anna is not possible, that would put Sacha in the same predicament as Anna is in now, where as no such action is needed for my other grandchildren.

While these papers go a long way towards helping solve some of the problems that may or may not occur, if they are put to the test, how credible are they.

If separation occurs, my daughter could be left to totally supporting herself and Mabel, and if something happens to Sacha where does that leave Anna as a parent let alone financially.

Ironically even fathers who don’t pay maintenance are still recognised as parents.

While Sacha has been on maternity leave and one of the plus sides of the situation is that she is entitled to all benefits as a single mother, regardless of her living circumstances, her partner could be a millionaire but in the system this is not considered, I guess while this can be seen as a plus, I know they would swap these benefits if it meant they were both recognised and treated as parents with same rights as male/female parents.

Anna has supported their family financially and was entitled to 2 days maternity leave and took annual leave after the birth.

As far as Medicare is concerned they are treated a s a family for Sacha and Mabel, and a single for Anna, therefore the combination of costs if they reach the Medicare threshold is not possible

The majority of private health funds don’t recognise them as a family, again a family and a single payment is required to cover.

This also applies to tax rebates; Anna is not entitled to claim either of them as dependants, unlike my other daughter’s partner.

If you choose to be a stay at home once paid your paid maternity leave has run out, surely as couple you should be   entitled to the same rebates.

Recently while visiting my daughter, Anna came home form work in pain and distressed with a bad ear infection, before departing to   go to the emergency room, I couldn’t but notice sadly that Sacha gathered together all papers that states their relationship, yet when we got there, that was one of the first questions asked, there relationship status, to be able to tick the right category, to which my daughter replied they are a couple and it was up to them to which category they thought was applicable.

My other daughter only has to be there with her partner, no further questions are needed, and the Medicare card says it all.

Due to their relationship these papers are taken everywhere there is a remote possibility they may be needed, as we all know not all families totally support their gay children, so couples need to be able to make decisions for each other if required without fear of a legal or family ramification.

I find interesting to see how the families are seen by everyone as providing a nurturing, loving and stable environment to their children, yet beyond this Sacha and Anna live in a world of justification, stating the facts as they are, knowing that if they don’t the possibility of backlash whether upfront or behind the scenes could change dramatically their everyday life.

They could have taken a lot easier road, still have what they have now, but why should they, as parents we want the best for our children and admire them for their academic/career and personnel triumphs in life and don’t want to see them disadvantaged because of their sexuality.

While Sacha and Anna do across sympathetic people in the system and with a strong network in the gay community, this all certainly helps; this doesn’t compensate the injustices brought about by the system.

In summation.

As a parent and a grandparent when talking to family, friends and colleagues about these, many of them are unaware but aware but agree that the inconsistencies should be righted and are pleased they don’t   have to face the same problems.

What a pity people don’t see what my grandson sees, while he may not be old enough to be able to understand the hole situation, he just sees a cousin with two mums.

Why should Mabel grow up with any less right either legal or financial than her cousins.

Are we pushing the cause for equal rights for all regardless of sexuality or are we ensuring that those either left behind or created are looked after to same degree as everyone else.

Sorry it took so long.

Regards Bryce

