Vicki Harding, Statement at Public Forum, 26 July 2006
When I sat down to think about what I am going to say tonight, I asked myself “what is the thing that really upsets me about discrimination?”

The problem is that it is such an emotive topic for me that I have trouble staying on task.

Yes, I can talk about the Medicare Safety Net and tax threshold, access to the Family Court, the Pharmaceuticals benefit scheme, superannuation, workplace entitlements and so on
But the thing that upsets me and affects my family more than anything is that anyone has the right to believe that we are less deserving of everyday entitlements and recognition than they are.

Discrimination in law is a reflection of where Australia has come from and where we are at politically right now.

But it is even more than this.

Change to the law has potential to change attitudes and values. Interestingly a recent relationship recognition survey showed that the people of Western Australia are the most supportive of same sex marriage – And it struck me that WA is currently the state with the most progressive laws around same-sex parenting and adoption. In WA – unlike any other state – a non-biological mother is automatically recognised as the legal parent of her child.

I wonder if the progressive laws there are beginning to change wider attitudes and values.

With legal recognition, our enemies will no longer be able to say “See, the law doesn’t even support you”
(And for anyone who doubts the depth of feeling of some members of our community, the message I am about to read came from someone called “Charles” after our family recently appeared on “60 Minutes”.

“Hey.  I hope Satan has a big pineapple for each and every one of you dogs.  Get back in the closet and adopt suicide as an alternative to leaving the closet.
P.S.  Get a big black dog up ya!”)
So, what we really want to change is the big picture. We want to change people’s ignorance and prejudice.
Why should my 10 year old daughter have to deal with being called a lesbian by a 9 year old boy just because she has two mothers?

Why did I have to endure a school system that made no mention of the alternatives to marriage, heterosexual sex and happy heterosexual families?
Why are politicians trying to ban books I wrote with my daughter so that she could see her family reflected in her classroom?

Why is it so much more likely that young people who are gay or lesbian will be subjected to bullying and violence than their straight friends?

The big picture isn’t reassuring or friendly.
But, discrimination in law is a tangible and important issue to address. And that is why I put pen to paper and wrote about my experience with the Medicare Safety Net.
Outline submission.
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