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Human Rights
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Submission Two:

Allow me to submit this second paper, as I felt strongly that there are some fundamental problems with the submissions that were tendered, most especially from those who ‘home trained’ their dogs.  Let me explain – and in this process, one MUST understand that assistance dogs in this country are totally legal as they are now!  PLEASE NOTE:   An Aid Dog and Assistance Dog are the same thing.
· The LAW and the Australian Constitution prohibits the discrimination of persons within the Commonwealth Of Australia on the grounds of Race, Religion, colour or creed  -  or because such persons are disabled.  This is backed up by the signing of the International Bill For Human Rights and Disability Discrimination Rights in 1987.  From this law flowed constitutional changes and Legislation on a federal level.

· The Disability Discrimination Act 1992, although vague and loose in its prescription of law, DISTINCTLY prohibits any discrimination of anyone who is accompanied by a trained animal to alleviate the effects of their disability “Or any other matter related to that fact” .  This last statement gives the legislation a strong overall footing, in some cases, yet in other cases, to the detriment of the very legislation it seeks to enforce  -  However, such discrimination is still in essence, ILLEGAL!

· The Guide Dogs Movement have, as they so rightly express, near 80 years of evolution and standards that the Assistance Dogs movement have not got  -  and the Assistance Dog Movement can effectively extinguish the hard fought for public recognition and image, that the Guide Dogs and Affiliated Associations world wide so zealously protect.  Any negative public image of Assistance Dogs, via poorly trained dogs, make the Guide Dogs Associations understandably nervous of this new industry that threatens all they stand for.  One small problem  -  Assistance Dogs are essential and legal.  Never throw away the baby with the bathwater, there are answers and very well assured paths of solution, if the Guide Dogs Associations  show the same patience with Assistance dogs as they showed with Guide Dogs, and all will be solved in a much more expedient way.

· We need understanding and solidarity  -  WE NEED STANDARDS!

***  A Guide Dog And Assistance Dog Are Essentially The Same  *** 

They Assist The Disabled

The above statement is of course a nonsense, but to the general public, a true statement.  The public see all dogs that assist the disabled as a ‘Guide Dog”, as my Goldie is often seen as a Guide Dog, even though I assure them that she is not.  So there is the dilemma, how do the Aid / Assistance Dog movements in this country assure standards and safety for the general public, at the same time, assure the Guide Dog Associations of that same assurance.

· The Guide Dogs Associations need to acknowledge that an Aid Dog is very differently trained than is a Guide Dog, as the methods of training are as different as a Guide Dog to a Greyhound for racing.  I would be absolutely unable to train a Guide Dog, as would most Guide Dog trainers in training an Epilepsy Alert Dog.

As I do not want this second submission to be too lengthy, allow me to take each submission in turn.

· Disability Aid Dogs (1)  -  although strong and very assertive, it is of absolute importance that the DDA is amended, and strong penalties introduced for those who flout those laws once introduced.

· Nora Terrell  -  Well Nora, there are several “Service Dogs” training centres in this country.  You may however be right in reference to Epilepsy Alert dogs, as we are the only training centre I know of who train these dogs.  Please contact us for further information.  A licence is very  essential, but all these dogs MUST be trained by professionals.  Our dogs go through FIVE stages of intense training for Safety, Stability and Predictability in high pressure areas.  I have tested several WORKING home trained dogs, NONE have even passed Grade Two  -  You need Grade Four or Five.  Your “Policeman” theory is totally inadequate as the persons testing the dogs MUST be fully trained in this arena.  Public safety is tantamount, and how do you assure anyone of your dog’s stability in a high pressure situation.

· Psychiatric Service Dog Society  (USA)  -  Joan, I concur with you in principal, we have been training dogs in this arena for over eight years, and our standards here in this country need to be AUSTRALIAN!  The mentally ill have every right to an Aid Dog, but must pass the following criteria within Disability Aid Dogs.  1/  Establish that the applicant is suited to a dog.  2/  The applicant MUST be seen to be actively assisted by an Aid Dog  -  not just a comfort animal or passive companion.  3/  A mentally ill patient MUST be of sound and non aggressive nature to be safe in public areas.  I am in this category to a small extent, and am very sympathetic with PTSD and ME/CFS, but high care MUST be taken.

It must be said that my team and I, Disability Aid Dogs, are adamantly against the wholesale training of dogs for a “Feel Good” approach.  This would have thousands of dogs flood the public arena, and have the whole definition of the true “Aid Dog” for real assistance become an absolute farce, the public reaction  less than sympathetic, the industry in tatters!

· Trina Rogers  -  Trina, an Aid Dog is in fact the “Best Medicine” for a suitable applicant.  “Better Behaved” means little here, would your dog pass an accreditation with us to a minimum of Grade Three Advanced?  We place our dogs with the disabled handler after puppy imprint  -  i.e., at sixteen to eighteen weeks of age, the dog then grows up with that disabled person under strict guidelines and regular training.  Again, the dog MUST be trained by TRAINED personnel.  The benefits are immense, I know that all too well Trina, but Goldie has passed Advanced Grade Five and is “Bomb Proof”.  The safety of the public and the stability of the dog are the FIRST CALL, all the ‘handler specific’ training a spin off of the stability and command retentive dog.
· Gayla and David Taylor  -  I know your predicament all too well, we have a Seizure Alert dog working in Ipswich, another on the Coast and my own, but here we go again  -  your dog has only passed a simple “Good Citizens Test”  -  one of our team is from ACT and actually worked in this area.  This test is totally inadequate for your functions, we take the dogs pre assessment for final graduation into shopping towns with high crowd volumes, testing them with shopping trolleys, in restaurants with food stability and go out of our way to ‘tempt’ the dog with food.  You are more than welcome to contact us as per letterhead in an initiative to have your dog tested and if successful, licensed by DAD.  This goes for all “Home Trained Dogs”, but be aware, this accreditation is no snack, it is very difficult and we do THREE assessments in different areas  -  the pass must be an 85% minimum at Grade Four Minimum for your work, not one has yet passed grade two from the Home Trained persons.  You too must pass a high level of Canine Understanding.
· F Fahey  -  Your submission is also of a high standard, but read the previous two, your dog MUST pass the high criteria.  Federal Law is currently on your side sir, we wish to make it more so.  High standards will mean that it will be a serious offence to “Self Train” a dog for public access work, just be aware that these laws will be initiated and that we MUST have the aforementioned standards!  Contact us if you have any questions, we WILL help in any way we can.  
Remember  -  Standards do not mean deprivation, but safety for the Disabled as well as the public.  Imagine the law suit if one of your “Home Trained” dogs actually damages or bites, you are responsible absolutely under the CURRENT DDA!  Some may even think that DAD is trying to ‘drum up business’, well, we are too busy now and are only doing this to try to be seen and be active in the better definition of the DDA, and give the home trainers an opportunity to have their dogs professionally assessed.

· Tasmanian Guide Dogs  -  DAD applaud your stance, and highly applaud your stance of the taking of ‘refuge dogs’ for public access work.  We have never been successful with pound dogs, excepting the non entry dogs (Just passive companion dogs for disabled persons at home).  Your whole approach has already been noted in this and our first document.  However, Aid Dogs are legal and essential, and are safe if trained under strict criteria.  We do not agree with you final statement as we have several dogs working, and have trained many (some of which have now passed on).  We will work with you, but realise, this arena of training is very different to yours and we will stay legal, just more prescriptively so.
· Blind Citizens Australia  -  Yes!  Your approach is what we want, better prescription and such cases as Sheehan VS Tin Can Bay County Club be a dangerous precedent.  Our most basic of standards is that of yours  -  “A working dog guide will always in harness and when not actually being used for mobility will always be on a leash and always under the control of the user”.  We concur totally!  Your approach is certainly reserved re assistance dogs  as is ours.  If you wish to contact us please feel free.
· Judith Oliver  -  Your submission is well thought out, and we, Disability Aid Dogs, train dogs in your area.  You advocate standards and so welcome further talks with you.
· Guide Dogs Victoria  -  We too concur with your stance  -  Congratulations Brian Ritter!  DAD believe that we can successfully raise Australian Standards from the International Standards, giving us a near ‘Worlds Best Practice’ in this country.  We would welcome any enquiries from both yourselves and BCA.
· Association For The Blind Of WA  -  Again, your concerns are well placed, and our efforts since 1995 have been relentless and ongoing.  We support your stance, but we wish to have Australian Standards, as some of the Regs from the USA are sub standard and scary.
· Senator the Hon. Eric Abetz:  Abolition of the Aid Dogs recognition WILL NOT HAPPEN!  No wonder the whole of legislation is so poorly administered if your support of the cessation of the rights of Assistance Dogs is anything to go by.  This is in essence what Guide Dogs Tasmania want, and it seems that a Senator is like minded.  Please Sir, Reconsider.
· Assistance Dogs Australia  -  This is a professional training centre with some of the country’s best trainers, however, their recent alliance with ADI is vexing and I am of little doubt that MOST Australians are very tired of  yet another move to align with the USA.  I am apposed to any alliance with ADI  (Assistance Dogs International), as I have very carefully looked into their standards and training standards alike.  Why can’t we be Australian, as we DO NOT NEED any ADI alliances.  The USA are USA regulated, with USA standards (ADI and several others), yet the Assistance dogs industry seems hell bent on following the USA!  I absolutely agree with you in your quest for excellence, absolutely agree with their standards for well trained dogs.  Let us formulate Aussie standards for Australia.  We too have fully trained dogs operational, I have been involved in the Aid Dogs since 1994/5, DAD established in 1996.  With our collective experience and understanding of the needs of the disabled we can have Australian Standards, so let’s do it.
· Road Transport ACT  -  Brian MacDonald  -  I am absolutely with you sir, I am in the ACT from time to time having family there, and it is indeed comforting to know your stance in this.
· Lions Hearing Dogs Inc.  Your response is in near total alliance with ours, and we concur  -  Home Trained dogs are a menace and down right dangerous.  
What should constitute “A Recognised Organisation” and a “Trained Dog”?

Read The First DAD Submission.  Word 2000  .  Can Take a while to download.

We Welcome any enquiries

Alex Van Oeveren  -  Founder / Proprietor

Sarah West   -  Director Of Training  -  Manager
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