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The ARA Exemption proposal constituted almost a complete revision of the Transport Standard.  While much of the material was quite constructive there was a strong tendency to diminish current levels of access.  Material that could quite sensibly form part of an Unjustifiable Hardship solution is proposed as minimum standard for all new work and alterations to existing facilities.  

Rail Only Perspective

The ARA proposals have a limited, rail perspective that contradicts at times the requirements for other transport modes.  For example, various constraints are nominated and addressed which, due to the structure of the Transport Standard, automatically transfer to all other conveyances, infrastructure or premises.  This despite the constraints frequently not applying to those other transport modes.

Allocated Space versus Mobility Aids

ARA has changed the paradigm from defining the minimum dimensions of an allocated space to defining the maximum dimensions of a mobility device, with the new maximum less than the former minimum.  

Diminution of Access to Facilities

Unfortunately the ARA revisions seem focussed on the problems associated with existing Premises and Infrastructure at the expense of new facilities.  Requirements for new facilities are therefore diminished through adoption of Unjustifiable Hardship solutions as minimum standards for all work.  Among the proposals that diminish access are:

· Horizontal gaps of 65-75 mm and vertical gaps of 20 mm are to be accepted on accessways, such as at boarding points and level crossings.  

· Reduction of internal dimensions of facilities in conveyances.  

· Use of the space between bus wheel arches to reduce the width of allocated spaces, boarding ramps, doors, etc, in rail and all other conveyances.  

· Minimising the number of accessways to boarding points.  

· Extrapolation of technical material from Australian Standards (AS) clauses not relevant to a facility in order to diminish the requirements of AS clauses specific to the facility.

Definitions

While an attempt is made to distinguish mobility aids from disability aids it fails to achieve any clarity.

Australian Standards

Much material has been moved verbatim from Australian Standards to the ARA Exemption.  This is administratively efficient but may constitute a Copyright breach.  Specifications from draft and soon to be redundant Australian Standards are often quoted.  As these are subject to alteration, neither is appropriate.  

Conveyance

Accessibility of conveyances is reduced through:

· Halving the number of berths and allocated spaces.  

· Relocation of signal buttons from allocated spaces.

· Reduction of dimensions for doors, allocated spaces etc. 

· Increased width of gaps between conveyance floors and boarding points. 

· Mobility and disability aids are not to be handled by staff despite a direct need to do so in other transport modes (eg taxis). 

The extensive ARA proposals have such an impact on other transport modes that any conference associated with them must included all other transport providers.  

