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1 What is your experience?

The questions in this section will help you to share your experiences and knowledge of the criminal justice system for people with disability who need communication supports or who have complex and multiple support needs. 

You don’t have to answer all these questions if they are not relevant to you. 

Questions

1. What are the biggest barriers for you or other people with disability in the criminal justice system?

· My disabled brother was escaping from his residential home and wondering the streets of Nambour the police were called in I was not informed by his carers straight away but the police deemed my brother a risk to himself as well as the public my brother was put in a psychiatric ward at the Nambour hospital where he stayed for three weeks this is even after staff said they could only legally take him in for two weeks as it turned out they just didn’t want my brother in the residential home anymore the police were called on my brother quite a few times cause of his mood swings it has left him with a great fear of the police. When I look back on this I find it strange cause my brother’s carers encourage him to do walking to lose weight 

· My twenty-six year old son tries to live on his own he had trouble with a neighbour harassing him he used to ring the police and make a formal complaint the police would never show up. My son also has hand tremors his place has been raided  three times for drugs and they found nothing he even stopped take high blood pressure tablets for six months my children have a rare genetic disorder which includes intellectual impairment, hand tremors and mood swings 
· My twenty-two year old daughter has just recently been assaulted by a man who has mental health issues my daughter and I went to the local police station and was told by the individual at the desk there was nothing they could do he is only a public nuisance and we are to keep a journal in the meantime he is stalking my daughter and swearing at her and her friends   
· Another problem I have with our justice system is them saying people with intellectual impairment come under the mental health I have had one police officer ask me what our mental health issue was and I abused him luck had it I wasn’t arrested and he apologised I refused to tell the police My family has a mental health problem because we don’t we have a disability we were born with our disability we didn’t require it late on in life we were born with it 
· I find it offensive that I was told to get a medical document on my children and I have to laminate it and my son has to carry it on him where I live I do not think that would make any difference what so ever 
2. What could be done to remove these barriers and help people with disability in the criminal justice system?
· I believe when an individual is unfit to stand trial that a guardian or carer is called in to explain things at their level so they have a better understanding of what is happening 
· I would like to see the police be put through a disability course as part of their training you can do a certificate 3 in disability in six months 

· And I definitely believe they should not be held indefinitely when a person can commit a serious crime and only a light sentence and allowed out on parole not fair at all and if found to be innocent why can’t we be allowed to clear our names others can so why is it a individual with a disability can’t and have harsh conditions placed on them that stops them leading a normal life
3. Can you provide information about support that has helped you or other people with disability to participate in the criminal justice system? 

4. Please tell us about any time that you or another person with disability experienced barriers to justice.

· When my daughter was assaulted by a man with mental health issues and we wanted to press charges cause we didn’t know his last name they wouldn’t do a thing yet he is known to our local police 
5. Do you have any other thoughts, ideas or comments you would like to make about people with disability and the criminal justice system? 
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