Refugees and People

Seeking Asylum

A person seeking asylum is someone seeking protection in another country because they have
a well-founded fear of being persecuted in their country of origin on the basis of their race,
religion, nationality, political opinion, or membership of a particular social group.

A refugee is a person who requested protection and has been granted refugee status.

It is legal to seek asylum. Everyone has the right to seek asylum and be protected from
persecution, no matter how they arrive in another country. These rights are protected by the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and the 1951 Refugee Convention.
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Refugees and People Seeking Asylum

When families are
separated, it can greatly
affect the mental,
financial, and social
wellbeing of refugees and
people seeking asylum.®
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1in3
adult refugees have
experienced
forced separation
from family,
and over half
are concerned for
the safety of family
overseas.’

By 2050,
216 miillion

people could be
displaced in 6 world
regions because of

climate change.

The top three regions are:
Sub-Saharan Africa - 86 million
East Asia and the Pacific - 49 million

South Asia - 40 million *

People displaced by climate change are not
directly covered by the Refugee Convention.”
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Once settled in Australia, many
refugees face barriers to
reuniting their families.
Visa options for relatives
are limited and can be
costly and slow.®
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Parent & Aged Parent
visas take around

30 years

to be processed.”

The average
processing time for
a permanent
protection visa is

over 900 days.
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The cost for
a Contributory
Parent visa is over

$40,000 “

The cost of a
Partner visa is around

$9,000 °

The settings where refugees report
experiencing discrimination

in Australia are mainly:
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